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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 2231 3-1 450 October 8, 2003 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the information item(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless 
otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each item(s) is attached. It is respectfully 
requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of this 
application, and that the item(s) be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

^ 1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three 
months of the U.S. filing date or the date of filing a CPA, OR (b) before the 
mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits in the present application, or (c) 
accompanies a Request for Continued Examination. No certification or fee is 
required. 

□ 2. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office 
Action on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of 
Allowance. 

□ a. I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in any communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 CFR §1 .97(e)(1). 

□ b. I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge after 
making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR §1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 CFR §1 .97(e)(2). 



P CFR 81 ?SSf d? am ° Un i ° f $180 - 00 in pa y ment of the fee under 37 
§1,17 p): Please charge any fee deficiency or credit anv 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 01-2300 as needed to ensure 
consideration of the disclosed information. Ure 

□ 3. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than thro* 
months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a HnaT R Stion or 
No ice of ANowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee IpSanmhZZ 
petitions) that the Information Disclosure Statement be considerer^ Attached is 

8? r i7mm m ?? am ° U ? ° f $13a0 ° in pa y ment of the Potion fee under 3 CFR 
§1.17( )(1). Please charge any fee deficiency or credit any overpayment to 

.nrmation C ° Unt ^ ° 1 - 23 °° 38 n8ed8d t0 enSUre oonsideratVo^eTdosed 

D ?nfnrmil!n r n by ^ 'HO* each item of info ™ation contained in this 
foSTSLSr^ tateme ? WaS dted in any com ^^ication from a 
th fl 9 m P It ' C ? m 3 counter P art foreign application not more than 

37 CFR §1%(em° * fi ' in9 ° f ,nf ° rmati ° n Disclosure Statem ^ 

D Llosur^Stote^jl th8t > "h 0 • it6m ° f inf0rmati0n in this ,nformati °n 
nffirp in a r T J> S < C,t6d 3 communi 'cation from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to my knowledge afte 

CF a R n S 9 1 r S nab ' e W3S kn ° Wn t0 individual ^signaled in 37 

S^AS^^K^ t0 the fi,in9 of this lnformation 



toe preset %SE£ ,an ^ e reference(s) is discussed 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARENT FOX KINTNE^LDJK^h& KAHN, PLLC 



in 




Charles MnWarmelstein 
Registration No. 25,895 



1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339 
Tel: (202)857-6000 
Fax: (202)638-4810 

CMM:mso 



Enclosures: PTO-1449 Form; References (6) 
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AA 


5,225,057 


7/6/1993 


LEFEBVRE, etal. 
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AG 


11-256327 


9/21/99 


Japan 
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AH 


3-229870 


10/11/1991 


Japan 
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62-284076 


12/9/1987 


Japan 
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DATE CONSIDERED 


*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



